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FRANCIS BOWEN 

NINTH EDITOR OF THE REVIEW 

The successor of Dr. Palfrey to the editorship of the Review was Francis 
Bowen, who became the ninth editor, and also the proprietor in January, 1843. 
The outstanding feature of his successful connection with this publication was 
the fact that during the ten years of his editorship he contributed more than 
a fourth of the articles in the periodical. He was born at Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, September 8, 1811, and was educated at Phillips Exeter 
Academy and at Harvard College, where he graduated in 1833. Two years 
later he was invited by the University to become instructor in intellectual 
philosophy, a position he held until 1839, when he resigned in order to have 
leisure for travel and study in Europe. He lived some time in Paris, where 
he met the distinguished scholars of the day, including Sismondi, and about 
whose life and works he wrote most sympathetically in an essay which he 
published in 1848 in the Review, without, however, mentioning this acquaint- 
ance. With many of Sismondi's economic beliefs he was in accord, notably 
his protest against Ricardo's theory of rent. Mr. Bowen was always definite 
in his contentions, and could not be convinced that Adam Smith's theory 
of free-trade was to be supported, nor was he a Malthusian. He wrote of 
Malthus's views in this way: "Of all the doctrines of the English political 
economists, that of Malthus is at once the most absurd and most pernicious. 
It is a futile attempt to throw off the burden of responsibility for that state 
of things which is plainly attributable to nothing but human selfishness 
and improvidence; to consider as unremediable those evils which flow directly 
from a vicious form of social and political organization, and from unjust and 
unnatural laws. Its only monition is, to let things alone. 1 * 

Equally was he in opposition to Kant, Fichte and John Stuart Mill. He 
did not hesitate to use the channel of the Review for the assertion of his 
political views, and this frankness was the occasion of costing him the McLean 
professorship of history at Harvard in 1850, when the Overseers failed to 
confirm his appointment. However, when Dr. Walker became President 
of the University, Mr. Bowen was asked to succeed him as Alford professor 
of natural religion and moral philosophy, and this time with the nearly unan- 
imous vote of the Overseers. This work was most congenial to his tastes and 
habit of mind and he brought the best of his scholarly attainments to his 
university work. 

He was associated with an earlier editor of the Review, Jared Sparks, 
in the latter's great work on American Biography, and contributed to the 
seventh and ninth volumes Lives of Sir William Phips and Baron Steuben. 
And when Mr. Sparks issued the second series of the Biography Mr. Bowen 
was again asked to write for it. 

Mr. Bowen was not an original nor imaginative writer, but his critical 
faculty Was of a high order, and he maintained the standard of literary criti- 
cism which the Review had won for itself since its beginnings. Mr. Bowen 
died in Boston January 21, 1890. 




FRANCIS BOWEN 

THE NINTH EDITOR OF THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW, 

1843-1853. 



